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Assessment Policy 
 
Statement of Intent 

The mission of Meade High School is to provide an inquiry-based teaching and learning environment that cultivates 

open-mindedness, critical thinking, and effective communication to prepare college and career ready graduates with the 

necessary skills to make a positive impact within the global community. 

 

As an IB World School, the vision of MacArthur Middle is to inspire community of innovators and life-long 

learners empowered to lead change. Our Mission: to engage ALL students in concept-based, interdisciplinary, 

real world experiences, to empower students to be resilient, critical thinkers and inquirers who will 

communicate, collaborate, and be innovative, to encourage students to model S.O.A.R.: Social Contribution, 

Open-mindedness, Ambition, and Responsibility, so that students LEARN! 

 

As IB World Schools it is imperative to develop and communicate the schools’ approach to assessment in order to 

ensure all stakeholders understand the philosophy and practices.  

 

Philosophy 

Assessment is an integral component to the schools’ measure of student achievement. The aims of all assessment is to 

measure student growth, to instill in students the ability to think critically, and to encourage students to strive to work to 

their full potential and become life-long learners.  The school partnership believes the following principles are necessary 

to create and deliver appropriate assessments that will challenge students and help them to grow into adults able to live 

the Learner Profile: 

• Assessments should empower and encourage students to become lifelong learners and take ownership of their 

own learning. 

• Assessments should allow for meaningful feedback on student achievement to all stake-holders, including 

students, parents, teachers, administrators, the community and the school system.  

• Assessments should be scaffolded and vertically aligned within the partnership so that students are required to 

demonstrate higher levels of critical thinking and application of skills from year to year. 

• Assessments should demand a balanced range of strategies, supporting students’ strengths in learning styles, as 

well as challenging them to be risk-takers in both familiar and unfamiliar situations. 

• Assessments should be a reflection of student mastery of course objectives and standards. 

• Assessments should focus on the process of learning and the development of the Approaches to Learning 

skills, as well as the final product. 
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Characteristics of assessment 

While assessments may include a range of task types, all effective assessments should possess the following 

characteristics: 

1. Engage students as critical thinkers. 

2. Address the needs of students who have reached different stages in their development and those who have 

different learning styles. 

3. Allow for both self-assessment and reflection. 

4. Invite students to explore multiple points of view. 

5. Measure achievement against specific criteria. 

6. Produce meaningful evidence of student learning. 

7. Allow for timely, relevant and specific feedback. 

8. Afford results to be understood by all stakeholders. 

9. Reviewed and revised continuously. 

 

Types of assessment 

There are two main categories of assessment utilized within the partnership.  

In order for students to achieve mastery of course standards, teachers must frequently monitor student understanding 

through the use of formative assessments.  These assessments must expose students to the criteria on which their 

summative tasks will be assessed, thereby allowing students the opportunity to reflect upon the growth needed to attain 

a higher achievement level on the final MYP rubric.  In addition, formative assessments allow the teachers to frequently 

monitor student understanding, thus giving the teachers the opportunity to reteach skills and concepts in order to better 

prepare students for the summative tasks. Formative assessments may include, but are not limited to: exit tickets, 

quizzes, brief prose constructed responses, journal entries, warm ups, literature circles, or Socratic seminars. Formative 

assessment is on-going, diagnostic, and often captured a few times over the course of a lesson.  

A common practice within the partnership is for teachers to work collaboratively with their subject teams to create 

common formative assessments, which are constructed together and delivered to a group of students across teachers 

within the subject for the purpose to collectively monitor student data. These have the same characteristics as other 

formative assessments; however, they are uniform across the content team and are often given on average every two to 

three weeks. 

Summative assessments take place at the end of the specified unit, giving an indication of the student’s understanding 

and achievement. These assessment tasks are designed to provide students to authentically demonstrate not only their 

content knowledge but understanding of the statement of inquiry investigated throughout the unit. Summative 

assessments may include but are not limited to: extended labs, posters, oral presentations, extended prose constructed 

responses, tests, literary analyses, personal responses to literature, investigations, visual interpretations, oral 

presentations, and performance tasks.  
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Assessment Criteria 

Teachers in all subjects use the prescribed IB MYP criteria for their subject. 

 

 

 

By using the MYP criteria and following the prescribed minimum task requirements, our assessment practices allow 

students to demonstrate their progress on a specific criterion multiple times throughout the year across all subjects. 

 

Assessment is criterion-referenced rather than norm-referenced. This means that a rubric is used to judge student work 

in relation to clearly identified levels of achievement. Teachers collaboratively design assessment tasks, oftentimes 

authentic in nature, that are aligned with the criteria to ensure a broad and balanced approach to assessment. For both 

summative and some formative assessments, teacher standardize their application of achievement levels. This may 

include establishing anchor papers and/or collaboratively scoring assessment tasks.  

 

Assessment Recording and Reporting  
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Within the school district, teachers are required to make an official recording of grades using the PowerTeacher 

Gradebook application. As educators in IB World Schools, teachers in all eight subjects organize their gradebooks to 

reflect all four criteria. Assignments and assessments that are evaluated on multiple criteria will have a score entered that 

reflects the achievement level corresponding to each respective criterion. Though many assignments are assessed on a 

criterion that corresponds to a category of the gradebook, the grades are entered as a percentage grade. Currently, Anne 

Arundel County Public Schools’ grading policies requires that students receive a formal grade report for all courses at the 

end of each nine-week marking period.  The final grade is reported as a percentage and a letter grade. 

 

Schools use the Anne Arundel County Public Schools’ “IB MYP Scores Conversion” document embedded below. 

 

IB MYP Scores Conversions – AACPS- Revised January 2018 

IB Score 

Range 

Percent Score Grade 

Range 

8 100% A 

7 94% A 

6 89% B 

5 84% B 

4 79% C 

3 74% C 

2 69% D 

1 64%  D 

0 50-% E 

0 0% E 

                        Revised on September 18, 2017 by Mei Wang, PH.D., AACPS Psychometrician 

A score of “0” would need to be considered based on two conditions: 

1.  A student earns a 0 rubric score and 0% (AACPS grade) if they did not attempt the assignment. 

2.  A student earns a 0 rubric score and 50% (AACPS grade) if the work they have done does not meet the 

standard at all, but they did make an attempt. 

Assessing more than one criteria:  Score student work separately using each desired rubric. 

AACPS Grading:    A – Excellent = 100% - 90%       

        B – Good = 89% - 80%           

       C – Average = 79% - 70%                 

                                    D – Below Average = 69% - 60%                  

       E – Unsatisfactory = 59% or below   
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MacArthur Middle School sponsor “student led conferences”, where students present a portfolio of their current work 

to their parents.  During these conferences, students will have the opportunity to share their reflection on their growth 

within the IB MYP criteria with parents and teachers. 

 

Policy Access 

The policy is published to the schools’ website as well as the IB MYP webpages for each school. At the start of each 

year, the policy is referenced in the back-to-school communications. Lastly, due to the nature of assessment in the MYP, 

the policy is a focus of parent information sessions offered annually. 

 

Policy Review 

This policy will be reviewed by the schools’ leadership teams every February to ensure the following: 

• It aligns to any changes made to the AACPS assessment and/or grading policies 

• It is informed by feedback from parents and other stakeholders 

• It is practiced with fidelity 
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